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of a unit. Various forms of both formative and summative assessment may be used.

Students are often asked to peer or self-assess as well.

● Assessments are reported to parents in different ways. Students and parents receive

district report cards and IB appraisal reports that provide information about their

language learning. Parents have access to online platforms with assessment information

for tracking individual student progress. Parents are also invited to attend

parent-teacher and student-led conferences (Approaches to assessment 1.2).

● Students are assessed in Spanish instruction through observation, quizzes, and student

projects. The teacher uses checklists and rubrics to monitor progress.
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● All staff members foster and encourage reading and writing for meaning.

● Throughout the school there is an expectation that in order to foster an enjoyment and

love of reading, students will be encouraged to read at home after school, during school

breaks and over the summer. Students may be read to, read with, or read every day at

home. A variety of evidence-based strategies will be introduced to support students in

the mechanics of reading and comprehending the meaning of what they read.

● The grade level teachers work with the gifted education teacher(s), interventionist, and

special subject teachers (counseling, library/media, music, and Spanish) to collaborate

on vocabulary and conceptual development across the curriculum.

● Since students learn about language and through language, we understand that all

teachers are responsible for the language development of students in the school. As a

result, collaborative planning and reflection is built into the regular schedule for all staff

as well as being a focus of staff meetings throughout the year. This collaborative

structure supports the development of links across and between different subject areas.

● All teachers review the language scope and sequence to ensure it is as relevant and

comprehensive as possible. Teachers then plan collaboratively, during grade level

meetings, grade band meetings, special subject meetings and meetings with the PYP

coordinator.
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● Teachers use a range of district provided and/or individually sourced quality texts so

students can explore different genres and text structures. Students have access to a

variety of print and online dictionaries, including Spanish-English dictionaries.

● The community is considered a valuable resource to aid language learning. Students go

on field trips to visit museums, libraries, theaters, and other locations where they have

an opportunity to use language in context. Guest speakers are invited to speak on
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various topics and they may speak languages other than the language of instruction.

Throughout the year, students are exposed to celebrations linked to diverse cultures to

promote international mindedness and an appreciation of different cultures.
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